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interventions. As topics are entered into the System, individual topic profiles are developed for
technologies and programs that appear to be close to diffusion into practice in the United States.
Those reports are sent to various experts with clinical, health systems, health administration, and/or
research backgrounds for comment and opinions about potential for impact. The comments and
opinions received are then considered and synthesized by ECRI Institute to identify interventions
that experts deemed, through the comment process, to have potential for high impact. Please see the
methods section for more details about this process. This report is produced twice annually and
topics included may change depending on expert comments received on interventions issued for
comment during the preceding 6 months.

A representative from AHRQ served as a Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative and
provided input during the implementation of the horizon scanning system. AHRQ did not directly
participate in horizon scanning, assessing the leads for topics, or providing opinions regarding
potential impact of interventions.
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Preface

The purpose of the AHRQ Healthcare Horizon Scanning System is to conduct horizon scanning of
emerging health care technologies and innovations to better inform patient-centered outcomes
research investments at AHRQ through the Effective Health Care Program. The Healthcare Horizon
Scanning System provides AHRQ a systematic process to identify and monitor emerging
technologies and innovations in health care and to create an inventory of interventions that have the
highest potential for impact on clinical care, the health care system, patient outcomes, and costs. It
will also be a tool for the public to identify and find information on new health care technologies
and interventions. Any investigator or funder of research will be able to use the AHRQ Healthcare
Horizon Scanning System to select potential topics for research.

The health care technologies and innovations of interest for horizon scanning are those that have yet
to diffuse into or become part of established health care practice. These health care interventions are
still in the early stages of development or adoption, except in the case of new applications of
already-diffused technologies. Consistent with the definitions of health care interventions provided
by the Institute of Medicine and the Federal Coordinating Council for Comparative Effectiveness
Research, AHRQ is interested in innovations in drugs and biologics, medical devices, screening and
diagnostic tests, procedures, services and programs, and care delivery.

Horizon scanning involves two processes. The first is identifying and monitoring new and evolving
health care interventions that are purported to or may hold potential to diagnose, treat, or otherwise
manage a particular condition or to improve care delivery for a variety of conditions. The second is
analyzing the relevant health care context in which these new and evolving interventions exist to
understand their potential impact on clinical care, the health care system, patient outcomes, and
costs. It is NOT the goal of the AHRQ Healthcare Horizon Scanning System to make predictions on
the future use and costs of any health care technology. Rather, the reports will help to inform and
guide the planning and prioritization of research resources.

We welcome comments on this Potential High-Impact Interventions report. Send comments by mail
to the Task Order Officer named in this report to: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, 540
Gaither Road, Rockville, MD 20850, or by email to: effectivehealthcare@ahrg.hhs.gov.

Richard Kronick, Ph.D. David Meyers, M.D.
Director Acting Director
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality Center for Evidence and Practice Improvement

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
Elise Berliner, Ph.D.
Task Order Officer
Center for Evidence and Practice Improvement
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
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Executive Summary

Background

Horizon scanning is an activity undertaken to identify technological and system innovations that
could have important impacts or bring about paradigm shifts. In the health care sector, horizon
scanning pertains to identification of new (and new uses of existing) pharmaceuticals, medical
devices, diagnostic tests and procedures, therapeutic interventions, rehabilitative interventions,
behavioral health interventions, and public health and health promotion activities. In early 2010, the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) identified the need to establish a national
Healthcare Horizon Scanning System to generate information to inform comparative-effectiveness
research investments by AHRQ and other interested entities. AHRQ makes those investments in 14
priority areas. For purposes of horizon scanning, AHRQ’s interests are broad and encompass drugs,
devices, procedures, treatments, screening and diagnostics, therapeutics, surgery, programs, and
care delivery innovations that address unmet needs. Thus, we refer to topics identified and tracked
in the AHRQ Healthcare Horizon Scanning System generically as “interventions.” The AHRQ
Healthcare Horizon Scanning System implementation of a systematic horizon scanning protocol
(developed between September 1 and November 30, 2010) began on December 1, 2010. The system
is intended to identify interventions that purport to address an unmet need and are up to 3 years out
on the horizon and then to follow them up to 2 years after initial entry into the health care system.
Since that implementation, review of more than 18,000 leads about potential topics has resulted in
identification and tracking of about 2,000 topics across the 14 AHRQ priority areas and 1 cross-
cutting area; about 550 topics are being actively tracked in the system.

Methods

As part of the Healthcare Horizon Scanning System activity, a report on interventions deemed
as having potential for high impact on some aspect of health care or the health care system (e.g.,
patient outcomes, utilization, infrastructure, costs) is aggregated twice a year. Topics eligible for
inclusion are those interventions expected to be within 0-3 years of potential diffusion (e.g., in
phase 11 trials or for which some preliminary efficacy data in the target population are available) in
the United States or that have just begun diffusing and that have completed an expert feedback loop.

The determination of impact is made using a systematic process that involves compiling
information on topics and issuing topic drafts to a small group of various experts (selected topic by
topic) to gather their opinions and impressions about potential impact. Those impressions are used
to determine potential impact. Information is compiled for expert comment on topics at a granular
level (i.e., similar drugs in the same class are read separately), and then topics in the same class of a
device, drug, or biologic are aggregated for discussion and impact assessment at a class level for
this report. The process uses a topic-specific structured form with text boxes for comments and a
scoring system (1 minimal to 4 high) for potential impact in seven parameters. Participants are
required to respond to all parameters.

The scores and opinions are then synthesized to discern those topics deemed by experts to have
potential for high impact in one or more of the parameters. Experts are drawn from an expanding
database ECRI Institute maintains of approximately 150 experts nationwide who were invited and
agreed to participate. The experts comprise a range of generalists and specialists in the health care
sector whose experience reflects clinical practice, clinical research, health care delivery, health
business, health technology assessment, or health facility administration perspectives. Each expert
uses the structured form to also disclose any potential intellectual or financial conflicts of interest
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(COls). Perspectives of an expert with a COIl are balanced by perspectives of experts without COls.
No more than two experts with a possible COI are considered out of a total of the five to eight
experts who are sought to provide comment for each topic. Experts are identified in the system by
the perspective they bring (e.g., clinical, research, health systems, health business, health
administration, health policy).

The topics included in this report had scores and/or supporting rationales at or above the overall
average for all topics in this priority area that received comments by experts. Of key importance is
that topic scores alone are not the sole criterion for inclusion—experts’ rationales are the main
drivers for the designation of potentially high impact. We then associated topics that emerged as
having potentially high impact with a further subcategorization of “lower,” “moderate,” or “higher”
within the high-impact-potential range. As the Healthcare Horizon Scanning System grows in
number of topics on which expert opinions are received and as the development status of the
interventions changes, the list of topics designated as having potentially high impact is expected to
change over time. This report is being generated twice a year.

For additional details on methods, please refer to the full AHRQ Healthcare Horizon Scanning
System Protocol and Operations Manual published on AHRQ’s Effective Health Care Web site.

Results

The table below lists the single topic for which (1) preliminary mid- to late-phase clinical trial
data were available; (2) information was compiled and sent for expert comment before November 4,
2014, in this priority area; and (3) we received five to seven sets of comments from experts between
January 1, 2014, and November 13, 2014. Ten topics in this priority area were being tracked in the
system as of November 4, 2014.

Priority Area 06: Developmental Delays, ADHD, and Autism

Topic High-Impact Potential

1. Off-label intranasal oxytocin for treatment of autism No high-impact potential according to expert comments;
spectrum disorders topic is being archived in horizon scanning system

Discussion

Although we conduct intensive scanning for interventions and innovations across this priority
area, relatively few topics have been identified on developmental disorders (including learning,
language, and motor disorders; and autism spectrum disorders [ASDs]). This deficit in viable topics
reflects the slower pace in advancing understanding of these disorders and their causes. Although
recent progress has been limited, researchers continue to investigate genetic and neurobiological
foundations of developmental disorders and regularly publish findings that may lead to new
therapeutic and diagnostic targets.

ASDs, sometimes referred to as pervasive developmental disorders, constitute a broad range of
associated cognitive and neurobehavioral disorders that share core features, including persistent
deficits in social communication and social interaction, restricted and repetitive patterns of
behavior, and atypical language development. Preliminary research supports a hypothesis that
earlier diagnosis and intervention may result in improved developmental cognitive and social
outcomes for affected children. Presently, behavioral therapies and pharmaceutical treatments are
used to improve various symptoms in patients with ASDs, but effective pharmacologic treatments
for social deficits in these individuals are lacking. One intervention, an investigational off-label use
of oxytocin, was evaluated by experts, but determined to have no high-impact potential because
studies investigating the off-label use showed poor results, according to the experts.
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Eligible Topic Not Deemed High Impact

Off-label intranasal oxytocin for treatment of autism spectrum disorders: Oxytocin is a
naturally occurring hormone with multiple medical applications, including use in inducing
labor. Basing their work on preliminary psychobiological studies, researchers have been
investigating for a few years off-label use of synthetic intranasal oxytocin for treating social
dysfunction symptoms in patients with ASDs. The intervention is relatively low cost and
easily administered. In the June 2014 Potential High-Impact Interventions report, this
intervention was deemed as having some potential for high impact. However, we presented
updates of recent data to experts and obtained new comments; experts commenting on this
intervention indicated that those published clinical trial data failed to demonstrate that
intranasal oxytocin administration improves patient symptoms and commented that it is also
not superior to available alternative treatments. They also noted that clinical trials failed to
establish recommended dosage protocols. Thus, we have archived this topic from the
horizon scanning system at this time. If new trials emerge showing some promising data, the
topic could be re-entered in the horizon scanning system. Please refer to the June 2014
Potential High-Impact Interventions report for further information on this topic.
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