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Topic Brief: Electronic Health Records for Childhood 
Cancer Survivors 

 
Date: 3/2/2023 
Nomination Number: 1031 
 
Purpose: This document summarizes the information addressing a nomination submitted on 
November 15, 2022, through the Effective Health Care Website. This information was used to 
inform the Evidence-based Practice Center (EPC) Program decisions about whether to produce 
an evidence report on the topic, and if so, what type of evidence report would be most suitable.  
 
Issue: Childhood cancer survivors have specific care needs and often do not receive a plan for 
care following cancer treatment. Electronic Health Records (EHRs) could be a way to 
communicate information for the successful transition from oncology to primary care. The 
nominators are interested in the best practices for using EHRs to communicate information to 
facilitate the care transition. Nomination.  
 
Findings: The program will not develop an evidence synthesis product because the nominator 
is no longer requesting the product. 
_____________________________________________________ 

Background  
In 2019, there were an estimated 16.9 million cancer survivors in the United States, and, in 2018, 
at least 483,000 were first diagnosed when they were younger than 20 years old.1 From 2008 to 
2010, the annual cost of care for cancer survivors ages 18 to 64 was $16,213 per survivor.2 While 
little evaluation of the financial impact on young adults and their families has been conducted, 
this population is particularly vulnerable to the financial burden of cancer care.3 Additional 
burdens for young adult cancer survivors may include anxiety about cancer recurrence, fatigue, 
depression,4 fertility issues,5 and difficulties securing assistance to address their health and 
supportive care needs.4 Harms due to treatment may also include premature or accelerated aging 
due to chemotherapy, and radiation-induced second cancers and cardiovascular disease.6  
 
Despite the specialized needs of this population, many do not receive long-term follow-up for the 
screening, prevention, and treatment of late effects.7 Electronic health records (EHRs) could 
potentially facilitate the transfer of information from oncologist to primary care provider that 
could aid in the provision of follow-up care. An EHR is a digital version of a patient’s paper 
chart that contains the medical and treatment histories of a patients and can provide a broad view 
of a patient’s care. Advantages include providing access to evidence-based tools that providers 
can use to make decisions about a patient’s care, and allowing for automation and streamlining 
of provider workflow.8 In 2021, nearly 88% of office-based physicians in the United States were 
using EHRs.9 The nominators are interested in best practices for using EHRs to facilitate the 
effective transfer of information to ensure follow-up care for childhood cancer survivors. 

https://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/get-involved/nominated-topics/EHR_Childhood_Cancer_Survivor
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Nominator Engagement 
We reached out to the nominator to discuss their concerns and rationale for the nomination. The 
nominators plan to resubmit a nomination taking into account an AHRQ/NIDDK study:  
Implementation of an Electronic Care Plan for People with Multiple Chronic Conditions Digital 
Healthcare Research (ahrq.gov). For this reason, they have withdrawn this nomination from 
further consideration.  
 
Assessment Methods  
We assessed nomination for priority for a systematic review or other AHRQ EHC report with a 
hierarchical process using established selection criteria. Assessment of each criteria determined 
the need to evaluate the next one.  

1. Determine the appropriateness of the nominated topic for inclusion in the EHC program.  
2. Establish the overall importance of a potential topic as representing a health or healthcare 

issue in the United States.  
3. Determine the desirability of new evidence review by examining whether a new 

systematic review or other AHRQ product would be duplicative.  
4. Assess the potential impact a new systematic review or other AHRQ product.  
5. Assess whether the current state of the evidence allows for a systematic review or other 

AHRQ product (feasibility). 
6. Determine the potential value of a new systematic review or other AHRQ product. 
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