
Making Sure That Evidence Is Understood and Used: Engaging 
With the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality in 
Evidence Reviews 

Why Engage With AHRQ?
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) wants to engage with organizations to promote 
the use of evidence and help improve health outcomes. At some point, everyone will be faced with 
making a health care-related decision for themselves or someone else. Your engagement can help AHRQ 
make sure that the evidence can be used and understood. 

AHRQ Evidence-based Practice Center (EPC) evidence reviews are publicly available and may be used 
to support and inform activities, such as the development of clinical practice guidelines, policies, and 
translation materials. Engaging with AHRQ may improve the ability to focus evidence reviews on the 
issues that are important to your members.

What is AHRQ?
AHRQ is the lead Federal agency within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services that is 
charged with improving the quality, safety, efficiency, and effectiveness of health care for all Americans. 

What is the EPC Program?
The vision for AHRQ’s EPC Program is that all health care decisions are based on the best available 
evidence, resulting in the best possible health outcomes. The EPC Program funds 13 EPCs across the 
United States and Canada to conduct rigorous, comprehensive evidence reviews of the scientific literature. 
These reviews focus on a variety of clinical, behavioral, economic, and other issues. 

In order to improve health outcomes, the EPC Program provides research that is relevant, useful, and 
accessible to health care decisonmakers, including patients, consumers, clinicians, policymakers, and 
other stakeholders. The EPC program engages with private and public organizations throughout the 
evidence review development process. 

How Can Organizations Engage With AHRQ? 
Members and staff have multiple opportunities to provide input during the evidence review development 
process:
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How Can I Learn More? 
Resources: 

 ◆ How To Get Involved in the Effective Health Care Program: A Concise Guide for Stakeholders

 – https://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/topics/get-involved/research-2013-1

 ◆ Propose a Topic for Evidence Review

 – https://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/get-involved/suggest-topic

 ◆ EPC Program Main Web site

 – https://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov 

Contact for More Information:  
EPC@ahrq.hhs.gov
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• Nominate topics for research reports that are relevant to real-world health care 
decisions

• Provide information about the importance of the topic being proposed, patients 
affected by the issue, and specific questions that research could help answer

• Provide input and context to clarify health care decisionmaking

• Participate in one or more 1-hour calls to provide input on the draft key questions 
that will guide a research report. Your feedback will help ensure the research is 
useful

• Provide feedback on draft research protocols or reports during the public comment 
period

• Share final research products with users via links on your Web site, assist in writing 
a brief newsletter item, or distribute research products that are tailored to your 
members’ or consumers’ needs

Opportunity Specific Role/Activity
Estimated Time 

Commitment

Med 3-4 hrs

Low 1-2 hrs

Med 3-4 hrs

High 5+ hrs


