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Next Steps 
 

The nominator is interested in guidance about reporting requirements, and assistance about 
how to identify and manage people with substance use disorder.  
 
The Effective Health Care (EHC) Program improves the quality of health care by providing 
evidence reviews on the outcomes, benefits and harms, and appropriateness of drugs, 
devices, and health care services to inform health care decisions.   
 
It is outside of the purview of the Effective Health Care Program to provide guidance about 
required reporting and assistance with the management of patients. We have included 
information that might be useful to the nominator. No further activity will be undertaken on 
this topic. 

 
Summary  

 
Topic Name and Number: Identifying and Managing People with Substance Use Disorder, 
#809 
 
Date: 8/28/2018 
 
Key question(s) from the nomination: 
How do I identify and manage people with substance use disorder?  
 

• In 2015 10.1% of the US population used an illicit drug in the past month.1  
• Substance use disorders occur when the recurrent use of alcohol and/or drugs causes 

clinically and functionally significant impairment, such as health problems, disability, and 
failure to meet major responsibilities at work, school, or home.2 

• The EHC Program does not provide information about reporting requirements or clinical 
guidance about the management of individual patients. However these resources may 
useful to the nominator: 
o Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs.3  
o Information about State Prescription Drug Laws4  
o CDC Guideline for Prescribing Opioids for Chronic Pain.5  
o An in-process systematic review on screening for unhealthy alcohol use to inform a 

recommendation for the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force6  
o An in-process systematic review on screening for drug use to inform a 

recommendation for the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force7 
o A technical brief about Medication-assisted treatment models of care 8 
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